




Stanford prison experiment 

The Stanford prison experiment (SPE) was a social psychology experiment that attempted to in

vestigate the psychological effects of perceived power, focusing on the struggle between prison

ers and prison officers. It was conducted at Stanford University on the days of August 14-20, 

1971, by a research group led by psychology professor Philip Zimbardo using college students. 

In the study, volunteers were assigned to be either "guards" or "prisoners" by the flip of a coin, 

in a mock prison, with Zimbardo himself serving as the superintendent. Several "prisoners" left 

mid-experiment, and the whole experiment was abandoned after six days. 
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That device has the basic structure of creating a situation of 'ordinary people being challenged' 

in order to facilitate some form of learning experience. More precisely, we might say the device 

is a kind of social technology, a practice of identifying and organizing persons in such a way 

that certain aspects of human experience can be induced in isolation from what are typically 

thought to be their natural environments. 

The device, however, makes it possible for them to be repeated on demand and in isolation 

from any concrete particularities. It also renders what then occurs as relatively open for coding, 

such that what may be learnt from the experience is rarely as straightforward as those who artic

ulate the challenges (i.e. the experimenters) may intend or those who enact the challenges (i.e. 

the participants) experience at the time. 

The learning made possible by the device is then often ambiguous and open for contestation. 















Somewhere between Art, Abstract Experimentation and Theatre 

Would it possible to consider Schlingensief's Container: a performative and abstract experimental 

setting that in the word of stengers enabled "learning" by encouraging the audience to perform, 

without reducing the experiment into an "experiment TV" like Big Brother? or is it just the 

continuation of social psychology experiments like SPE?

Foreigners out!(Auslander raus!), is an art project and television show from 2000 that took place within the scope of the annual Wiener Festwo
chen. It was created by Christoph Schlingensief and directed by Paul Poet. Realising public xenophobia and the new hate politics in the most 
drastic ways possible, he installed a public concentration camp right in the middle of Vienna. The film and performance was made in a style that 
imitated the show Big Brother. It was critically aimed both at certain forms of television entertainment and at a latent xenophobia still thriving 
in the whole world. 

Austria 2000: Right after the FPO under Jorg Haider had become part of the government, the first time an extreme right-wing party became 
state officials after WW2, infamous German shock director Christoph Schlingensief showed a very unique form of protest. He installed a public 
concentration camp right in the heart of Vienna. Satirising reality TV shows, "Big Brother" especially, a dozen asylum seekers were surveilled 
by a multitude of cameras, could be fed and watched by passer-by's and two were thrown out of the country through web-voting 
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